4oo              THE POLAND OF PILSUDSKI
To the royal shades has been brought a new companion in their
eternal rest. His head is not decked with a crown, his hand does not bear
a sceptre, but in spite of this he has been king of our hearts and the master
of our destinies. By the half-secular work of his life he took in possession
heart after heart, soul after soul, until he included the whole of Poland
with the royal purple mantle of his spirit.
Taking part in the funeral ceremonies in Warsaw and Cracow
were delegations from Austria, Germany, Belgium, Bulgaria,
Estonia, France, Finland, England, Hungary, Italy, Latvia,
Rumania, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, the United States and the
League of Nations. The French delegation was headed by Laval,
who had returned from Moscow on the evening of May 16,
and Marshal Petain; the German delegation by Goering, with
whom were representatives of the German Army, Navy and Air
Force; the British by Field-Marshal Lord Cavan; and the Italian
by General Grazioli. In the case of the British delegation it
was recalled with pleasure in Warsaw that 12 years before Lord
Cavan, then Chief of the Imperial General Staff, had visited Poland
and reported to the British War Office that the Polish Army
had made a profound impression on him. The Poles were also
pleased that France had sent Petain, for whom Pilsudski had a
special personal regard. Goering had flown from Berlin to Warsaw
on May 17. To avoid any trouble about precedence, the delegations
marched in alphabetical order according to the French rendering
of the names of their nations; thus, Allemagne came first on the
list, but without political significance. It was natural, however,
that with such outstanding international figures on the scene as
Laval and Goering the occasion should lead to political conver-
sations; and Beck had talks with both, and they talked with each
other, too. There was something definite to speak about.
That was the signing in Prague on May 16 of the pact of mutual
assistance between Czechoslovakia and the Soviet. The treaty
was on the lines of the Franco-Soviet pact, purported not to be
drawn against any country, and provided for mutual assistance
in the event of aggression on either party, but only on condition
that the victim of aggression was assisted by France. It was
validated for five years, and thereafter indefinitely, subject to a
year's denunciation by either party. It was declared to be within